
A rabbit  
from a hat
When a manuscript for “Hips-hops, vaat kus lops!” was done, the writer 

Gunnar started to look for an illustrator, who would bring these wacky, yet 

adorable characters alive. He did not had to look far, because a year ago he 

had purchased a watercolor drawing of carrots from a young illustrator 

Ružena Vakulenko (Ruts) and it was hanging on his kitchen wall. 

When he approached Ruts with this request, she laughed and said: “ I have 

NO idea how to draw a rabbit and I have never illustrated a book 

before.” Gunnar liked this answer, because this meant we can do something 

original and illustrate a book that looks as fresh as the story written in it.



Cue the  
drawing  
montage
After a few experiments, some failures and a lot of 

Animal Planet documentaries, Ruts wrote to Gunnar. 

I think we can do this.  

From that the work could start.

Started 
from the 
bottom

Now  
we here








